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SUBJECT: CEAUSESCU VISIT TO CAMBODIA: FIRSTHAND REPORT 
SECONDHAND 

REF: BUCHAREST 3692 

1 . YUGOSLAV DCM POPOVIC BRIEFED DCM JUNE 2 ON COMMENTS 
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CONCERNING CAMBODIAN VISIT SAME MORNING BY OUTGOING MFA 
DIRECTOR (FOR SOCIALIST COUNTRIES) CIUBOTARU, WHO 
SPENT TEN DAYS IN CAMBODIA NEGOTIATING VISIT DOCUMENTS 
INCLUDING NEW FRIENDSHIP TREATY. 

2. CIUBOTARU SAID DOCUMENTS WERE PREPARED BY ROMANIAN 
SIDE AND ACCEPTED WITH VERY LITTLE NEGOTIATION BY 
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CAMBODIANS. 

3. IN GENERAL, ROMANIANS HAD FOUND CAMBODIANS CONCENTRATED 
ON INTERNAL PROBLEMS AND CONFLICT WITH VIETNAM. THEY 
KNEW ALMOST NOTHING ABOUT FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AND ONE OF 
MAIN PURPOSES OF VISIT FROM ROMANIAN POINT OF VIEW WAS 

TO ASSIST THEM IN LEARNING TO DEAL WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. 

TASK WAS A LONG TERM ONE, HOWEVER. 

4. RE CONFLICT WITH VIETNAM, CAMBODIANS WERE FIXATED 
BY IT, AND ALSO FOUND IT TREMENDOUS DRAIN ON SCARCE RE- 
SOURCES THEY BADLY WANTED TO USE FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 
CHINESE WERE PROVIDING ARMS, BUT DRAIN ON RESOURCES STILL 
CRIPPLING. ROMANIANS HAD PRESSED LINE THAT SOLUTIONS 

TO THIS AND OTHER PROBLEMS LIKE IT SHOULD BE WORKED OUT 
PEACEFULLY AND EXCLUSIVELY AMONG STATES INVOLVED, ESPECIALLY 
WHEN IT IS QUESTION OF "SOCIALIST" STATES. WHEN POPOVIC 
HAD ASKED ABOUT SINO-SOVIET RAMIFICATIONS, CIUBOTARU HAD 
DRAWN BACK, SAYING HE HOPED TO HAVE MORE TO SAY AT LATER 
DATE. (LOCAL SOVIETS PREDICT EARLY MEETING OF RCP POLITICAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE TO "ASSESS" VISIT OVERALL, AND POPOVIC 
SAID CEAUSESCU IS NOW SCHEDULED TO SPEAK TO 100,000 PEOPLE 
IN AUGUST 23 STADIUM AT BUCHAREST ON JUNE 4.) 

5. RE INTERNAL SITUATION, CIUBOTARU TOLD POPOVIC CAMBODIANS 
ARE CONCENTRATING ON AGRICULTURE IN DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE, 
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AND IN MEANTIME PHNOM PENH IS PRACTICALLY EMPTY, WITH 
30-30,000 INHABITANTS IN A CITY BUILT FOR A MILLION. THERE 
IS NO MONEY, I.E. ALL TRANSACTIONS ARE BARTER TRANSACTIONS, 
MAINLY FOOD REMUNERATION IN RETURN FOR WORK. DIPLOMATS 
HAVE TWO STORES, ONE FOR FOOD AND ONE FOR OTHER ARTICLES, 

FOR HAD CURRENCY ONLY. SITUATION IS GRIM. 

6. ASKED ABOUT RESULTS, CIUBOTARU SAID AGREEMENTS 
SIGNED SHOULD OVER LONG TERM PROVIDE FRAMEWORK FOR 
ECONOMIC HELP AND COOPERATION, BUT IN SHORT TERM MAIN 
ROMANIAN PURPOSE WAS TO BRING CAMBODIANS INTO INTERNATIONAL 
LIFE ON BOTH STATE AND PARTY LEVELS A LITTLE MORE, AND HE 
THOUGHT THIS HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED. 

AGGREY 
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